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Government House, 
Saint Vincent, 

1*^ September, 1823. 

Sir, 

I HAVE to request yoa will be pleased 
to lay before the Honorable the House of As- 
sembly, the following Letter. 

I am to acquaint that Honorable House that I 
have received from His Majesty's Government 
several most important communications, and I 
have ordered that of the most consequence to be 
laid before the House for their consideration. 

The parental and anxious care of His Majesty's 
Government for the welfare of the population of 
these Colonies, will be apparent from the perusal 
of any of those documents ; but in particular from 
that of the 9th July, marked " Circular." From 
a residence of nearly fifteen yearn in this Colony, 
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I am happy to bear testimony to the kind and 
careful treatment of the Slaves by every Proprie- 
tor here^ and I am highly gratified by being able 
to state^ that many of the improvements sug- 
gested by the Government at home^ have been 
already anticipated by the humanity and wisdom 
of those who have legislated for this Colony 
during my residence in it ; more particularly that 
part where religious instruction is mentioned; 
and it will, I am sure, afford great satisfaction to 
His Majesty's Government, that this has been 
most assiduously attended to by every proprietor. 
To the odier very important points of my Lord 
Bathurst's Letter, I have to call your most 
serious attention, and to request you will coasider 
the subjects therein proposed, with that cool 
deliberation, s^nd extended view, which I have 
ever found to guide the Assembly of this Island ; 
and that upon a mature consideration of them, 
the Assembly will feel, that the greatest anxiety 
for the happiness and welfare of all^ is thp epd in 
view; of His Majesty's Government, and that the 
Assembly will cheerfully concur with His Ma- 
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jesty's Ministers, in the great work they are 
endeavouring to effect : — one of the most import- 
ant points to which I have to call the attention 
of the Assembly, is that, wherein it is proposed 
that the evidence of certain persons is to be 
admitted in courts of justice, under certain regu- 
lations ; this I conceive to be a subject requiring 
the deepest consideration and reflection; but I 
anticipate that the industry and acumen of gen* 
tlemen in this Island, will, upon this difficult 
subject, be able to meet the views of His Majes- 
ty's Government at home. 

With respect to the Institution of Marriage, 
I am quite correct when I assert, that this has 
long been by every Proprietor, a great desidera- 
tum^ and that they have in this Island^ as fi3ur as 
practicable, already carried this into effect with 
their Slaves, and I have only to suggest a con- 
tinuance of these efforts, which no doubt will ulti- 
mately 4)e crowned with success. 

The next subject to whicji the attention of the 
Ass^nbly is directed, are the obstacles to manu- 
mission ; these it appears, are involved in many 
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nice legal distinctions^ and diflSculties^ to remove 
which, doubtless the attention of the Assembly 
will be particularly directed, as well as to the 
Sale of Slaves, &c. &c. 

On the subject of punishments I am able to 
bear ample testimony that the most important 
point insisted upon, viz. " The abolishing the 
punishment of females by flogging/' has on 
almost every estate, been long done away with. 
The other points upon this subject you will no 
doubt be ready perfectly to agree with His 
Majesty^s Government in adopting. 

Having gone thus much into the nature of the 
regulations purposed by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, I have again to impress upon your minds, 
to weigh the whole subject with care, and to 
take an extended and liberal view of the vast 
improvements they are likely to effect, and to 
hope you will enable me without loss of time, to 
state to His Majesty's Ministers, that every im- 
provement they anticipate, shall be forthwith at- 
tempted to be carried into effect, consistent with 
the due consideration of the magnitude of the 
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subjects ; and the time it must necessarily take to 
bring them to perfection.* 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient 

humble Servant, 
(Signed) CHARLES BRISBANE. 



To the Hotuirahle John Dalzell, 

Speaker of the Assembly, ifc, Sfc. 



* A similar communicatioQ was. at the same time ad- 
dressed to the Hon. Sir William Struth, President pro. tern, 
over the Legislative Council. 
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Saint Vincent, 
4th September, 1823. 

SIR, 

Thk communication from Lord Bathnrst, 
which your Excellency has just submitted to His 
Majesty s Council, and to the House of Assembly, 
and to which you have in such pointed terms 
called their attention, is indeed of a painfiil and 
momentous nature. That dispatch contains mat- 
ter calculated, by turns, to excite alike our alarm, 
our astonishment, and our indignation. Alarm 
at the meditated attack upon, and threatened in- 
vasion of, our rights of property. Astonishment 
to perceive even the Ministers of the Crown be- 
coming parties to such measures ; and indignation 
to find, that the hacknied arguments of alleged 
barbarities and cruelties in the West Indies have 
still charms to attract the attention of men, who, 
from their education, habits, and stations, are 
bound to have better informed themselves on 
such important subjects. 
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From this organized and determined attack, 
which the enemies of the Colonies have lately 
made on those unfortunate persons, who either 
by inheritance, or the fruits of their industry, 
have acquired property in this now devoted portion 
of the British Dominions, it appears equally dif- 
ficult to protect or defend them. They have no 
appeal but to those very tribunals which have 
already condemned and pronounced judgment 
upon them. And that, too, upon unfounded and 
ex-parte statements. Evidence of the real con- 
dition of the Colonies they appear to have neither 
had, nor required. The most solemn assevera- 
tions of the Colonists have been treated, with 
levity or contumely. The documents put forth, 
even by their Legislatures, and other public bo- 
dies, are rejected as falsehoods or evasions. 
Those very laws, which are administered by men 
of honor, character, and ability, selected by His 
Majesty as his Representatives, are stigmatized, 
and pronounced worse than dead letters ; for as 
much as they are said to be merely framed for 
the purpose of lulling the expression of public 
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opinion in the parent state^ or to induce well 
meaning persons there tohelieve that the Negroes 
are treated like human creatures, while in reality, 
every cruelty that the worst and most depraved 
state of the human mind can conceive or inflict, 
it is alleged, is daily, nay, hourly, practised on 
this class of the society. A perverted and falla- 
cious mode of reasoning, which a moment's re- 
flection in an unprejudiced and well constituted 
mind, cannot fail to detect and expose. For un- 
ceasing lahour, uniform punishment, and habitual 
starvation, will infallibly produce those conse- 
quences on a society of Negroes, which must 
lead to their certain and early extinction, and, con- 
sequently, to the master s ruin. But the proprie- 
tors are neither so blinded to their ovm interest, 
nor so deadened to all the finer feelings of human 
nature, as their adversaries would vdsh to have 
them ; and this we hope presently to shew. This, 
and various other arguments, founded on the 
moving principle of self-interest, must long since 
have convinced all those, on whom for any honest 
purpose, conviction is worth impressing, that the 
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horrible calumnies put forth against the Colonists 
must have their origin in some deep-seated preju- 
dice, or inveterate hostility to the happiness and 
prosperity of the West Indies, rather than in the 
ostensible object of improving the condition of 
the slaves. 

Assailed as they are by such fanaticism, and 
such malice, it might perhaps be prudent in the 
Colonists to content themselves with remaining 
silent, even under the most false and basest impu- 
tations, when they are persuaded that they will 
neither gain credit for their assertions, nor enforce 
conviction by their arguments. But the Council, 
and House of Assembly of Saint Vincent, feel 
that they pwe to the unprejudiced part of the great 
and admired nation of which they have always been 
proud, that this Colony formed even a small de- 
pendency, to offer some explanation of the motives 
which will influence their conduct, in endeavour- 
ing to extricate the Colonists from this perplex- 
ing and dangerous labyrinth, into which they have 
been drawn by following that system of laws, and 
adhering to those commercial regulations of 
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Great Britain^ which have uniformly encouraged 
and guided them for more than a century and a 
half. 

Their first, most important, and unshaken pro- 
position, — that principle from which they never 
will swerve, but with the wreck of their lives and 
fortunes, is this: — that under the sanction and 
protection of those laws — those regulations, and 
the encouragement at divers times from the Crown, 
and through its representatives by Proclamations, 
the Colonists have acquired property in Negroes 
to an enormous amount, which with certain con- 
ditions annexed, they contend is as hana Jide a 
vested right, and one in which they have as clear, 
as legal, and as indefeasible a title, as any per- 
son, in any part of the British Empire, can by 
law or the constitution, take to any other descrip- 
tion of property. This being the solid ground on 
which the rights of the Colonists rest, it becomes 
equally idle and absurd to suppose, that they will 
either quietly consent to any invasion of this sa- 
cred principle, or be themselves instrumental to 
any alienation of those rights. In the one case 
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they would be the ministers 'of their own rain ; 
and in the other they would display an imbecility 
of spirit^ and an incapacity to defend by reason 
and argument, what they have acquired by per- 
severance in labour, or by honest and honourable 
inheritance. Those admitted conditions, as at- 
tached to this right of propeiiy in Negroes, are 
considered equally binding, and sacred as obliga- 
tions and duties on the Master. They compre- 
hend, protection civil as well as personal — ample 
and comfortable maintenance — an extension to 
them of as many of the political rights of free 
men, as is compatible with their safe and good go- 
vernment by their Mastei-s. And in all respects 
contributing to their moral and religious improve- 
ment, and social comfoit and happiness. On the 
question of those conditions, or rather on the mode 
in which they are fulfilled by the Master, the Co- 
lonists are now again at issue, not only with their 
old and implacable enemies; but, unfortunately, 
with their new and more dangerous adversaries 
the Ministers of the Crown. For so long as His 
Majesty's Government remained as it were on the 
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neatral ground between the Colonies and their op- 
ponents — so long as they placed any reliance on 
the statements of the servants of the Crown — ^that 
the march in the moral improvement^ and ame* 
liorated personal condition of the Negroes had 
commenced, and although at first necessarily slow, 
still, that it was progressive, the Legislatures and 
Proprietors had little to oppose or apprehend. 
They looked up to the Government as a kind of 
dispassionate judicial tribunal, where the scales of 
justice would neither be inclined against them by 
popular prejudice, monkish enthusiasm, nor par- 
liamentary influence. — ^The Legislature of Saint 
Vincent, by its enactments, was endeavouring to 
shew to this tribunal, that, as in the progress of 
time, a new remedy was called for, they applied it 
to repair or improve what was found imperfect 
and defective in the old Slave system; and as the 
delicate frame of this extraordinary state of society 
could receive and imbibe without danger, other 
and more active stimulants, those whose duty it 
was to watch the pulse of this feverish population, 
were always willing to apply them. But now, 
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when the Parliament and the Government appear 
to have gone over so unequivocally to the side of 
the zealots and enthusiasts, what alternative i-e- 
mains for the Colonists, but to fix themselves like 
men determined to perish on the threshold of their 
rights and properties; and to resist in the most 
prompt and decided manner, and by every justifi- 
able means, any attempt, from whatever quarter, 
to infringe their undoubted privilege to legislate 
for themselves in all matters aflecting their inter- 
nal policy. 

It now remains to be shewn, not only what 
has been done towards the fulfilment of those 
admitted conditions — this moral and religious 
improvement in the habits of the Negroes ; but 
to display to the nation at large, and if possible 
to open the eyes of His Majesty's Government to 
the real and comfortable, but miicb mis-repre- 
sented condition of this class of the Colonial 
Population. — It will not be denied, that at the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade in 1808, the greater 
proportion of the Negroes in Saint Vincent, were 
natives of Africa, who brought with them enough 
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of the superstition and barbarism of their country 
to infect the remainder of their lives ; and^ that 
the females bore numerically no kind of propor- 
tion to the men. 

Here then are presented two mischiefs arising 
out of the previous state of things, which no time 
short of an age could be expected fiilly to re- 
medy, nor could a shorter period adjust this 
anomalous society, to that equal and natural state 
which might enable any just or satisfactory esti- 
mate to be made of the probabilities of a natural 
increase in their numbers at Saint Vincent. — But 
what say the adversaries of the Colonies ? In less 
than fifteen years they exclaim, the Legislatures 
have done worse than nothing, for that still the 
Negro population decreases. And this they af- 
firm, can only be caused by the Masters exacting 
from them the extreme quantity of labour, which 
they are capable of performing, and at the same 
time confining them to the smallest quantity of 
food which can possibly support nature. 

In September, 1820, the Legislature of Saint 
Vincent repealed the old Slave Law, which had 
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been in force ever since the Colony had been of 
importance^ and after much caution, deliberation, 
and anxious enquiry amongst all classes of per- 
sons, enacted a new and improved law for the 
government and regulation of Slaves. This law 
it may be truly said, is enforced with as much 
earnestness and good faith, as any law in any 
other country, and for this good reason, (if it be 
necessary to give any reason for enforcing and 
obeying the laws,) that it is equally the interest of 
the master, and conducive to the comfort and 
happiness of the slave that it should be enforced. 
The 6th Sec. of that law requires, 

*^ That all Owners, Proprietors, and possessors 
*^ of Slaves, or in their absence, their Managers or 
^^ Overseers, shall, as much as in them lies, pro- 
*^ mote the instruction of their Slaves in the 
^^ principles of the Christian Religion, and the 
^^ moral duties of mankind, and as soon as con- 
^^ veniently can be, shall cause them to be bap- 
^' tised, which ceremony the clergymen of the 
*^ respective parishes shall perform when re- 
'' quired.*^ 

c 
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At present there is in the town of Kingstown, 
the new Established Church built at a great ex- 
pence to the country, a very spacious methodist 
meeting-house, and a Roman Catholic chapel, 
in each of which divine service is performed 
every Sunday, and in the methodist meeting 
nearly every hour throughout that day, and till 
eight in the evening ; not only with decorum, and 
without molestation, but with the good will and 
cheerful assent of every proprietor in the Colony. 
They, instead of forbidding their Negroes attend- 
ing those places of worship, encourage them in 
their attendance by every justifiable indulgence. 

Besides these places of divine worship in Kings- 
town, there are four or five other methodist meet- 
ing-houses throughout the parishes, which are all 
well attended by the Plantation Negroes, with the 
same approbation and concurrence on the part of 
their masters, who encourage these country meet- 
ings, in order to save the Negroes a tiresome 
journey to Kingstown for the same purpose. In 
this place, it may not be unnecessary to oflfer a 
most positive and flat denial to that cruel and 
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unmanly calumny — ^that the Slaves, instead of 
bemg allowed the exercise of their religious du- 
ties on the Lord's Day, are driven by the com- 
mand of their masters, to labour on that day of 
rest to all other beings, in the provision grounds 
to raise a maintenance for themselves. 

This is one of the falsehoods, which the very 
popagators of must have known to be so, because 
it is impossible that the most depraved of their 
spies in the island of St. Vincent would venture 
to assert as fact that which every Negro in the 
Colony could, if questioned, falsify, which is also 
most eflFectually done by the 8th sec. of the new 
Slave Law, which provides : — 

" That during crop, not only shall the Slaves 
" as heretofore, be exempted from the labour of 
" the plantation or estate on Sundays, but that no 
" mills shall be put about or worked between the 
" hours of seven o'clock on Saturday night, and 
" four o^clock on Monday morning, under the 
" penalty of twenty pounds, to be recovered against 
** the Proprietor, Manager, Overseer, or other 
" person having the charge of such estate." 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 

In this clause of the Act, we perceive an anxiety 
on the part of the Legislature to prevent the 
most trifling encroachment on the right of the 
Slaves to Sunday, as a day of rest, for it is only 
during crop that any kind of plantation work can 
be done in the night. 

The sugar for the year is generally all manu- 
factured, or as it is commonly called, the Crop is 
taken oflf early in June, at which season the 
drought which generally prevails for some months 
before, is then succeeded by genial and constant 
showers of rain — from this time, when nature 
bountifully assists their labour till Christmas, 
when the weather again becomes dry, the plan- 
tation Negroes have one entire day in every week 
allowed them, exclusive of Sunday, to cultivate 
provisions for food, and fruit and vegetables for 
sale in the market. On this day thus allotted 
them, it is the duty of the manager to ascertain 
that all the Negroes repair to their respective pro- 
vision grounds, which in extent, are generally 
bounded only by the powers of the Negro to cul- 
tivate. — But a good-disposed Negro, or even one 



Digitized by 



Google 



21 

of drdinaiy habits and inclinations, requires 
neither force, threat, nor persuasion, to induce 
him to the performance of that, which his interest 
and comfort alike have convinced him, is an act 
of real kindness on the part of his master. The 
bad disposed Negro — the one, who if he lived in 
the vnldemess of Africa^ would be the slave of 
some capricious barbarian — or who, if he had 
been born in England with a white face, would 
either be found on the gibbet, in the hulks, or 
on the parish — such a Negro requires, and in- 
deed must have for his own sake, not a driver 
with a cart whip to hunt him to his grounds, but 
the constant eye of a white overseer, or of some 
better disposed and more industrious fellow-4»lave 
to keep him at that employment, from the fruits 
of which he not only derives a comfortable, and it 
may be said an independent subsistence, but a 
sni^lus, for which he can at all times procure a 
ready sale, and thereby be enabled to purchase 
some of the luxuries of life which never reach the 
lips, of thousands of the haj^iest peasantry in 
Europe. The Sunday is to the Negroes of Saint 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 

Vincent truly a day of rest from labour ; it is a 
day, the appropriation of which as regards labour, 
the master neither has, nor pretends to have con- 
troul over.. Like a father or kind friend, he fre- 
quently cautions them against falling into ex- 
cesses, or being involved in broils and disputes 
which often follow a Sunday spent in visiting or 
in long journeys from their homes ; but we re- 
peat without fear of contradiction, and with a 
challenge of enquiry into the fact, that if a Negro 
works in his grounds on a Sunday, he does it on 
the same principle that has influenced men in the 
most civilized and freest countries, where it has 
been found necessary to enforce the Divine Com- 
mandment by legal enactment. It is either a 
passion for gain, or he feels himself in the exer- 
cise of a right which he values, of either working 
or sleeping on that day, which is his own. In 
addition to the Sunday as a day of rest, and of 
one other day given each week during half the 
year, the Negtoes in Saint Vincent are allowed 
three days as holidays at Christmas, and at that 
time, in addition to all other allowances, they 
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receive fonr pounds of Irish pork^ four pounds of 
fine flour or rice, sugar, rum and tobacco. And 
any dispassionate unprejudiced person, who shall 
ever have seen them during this festival, dressed 
in their holyday suits, will be able to judge if 
they be an oppressed, over-worked, broken- 
hearted, discontented race. 

The abolishing Sunday markets, necessarily 
and obviously presents itself at this stage of the 
argument. This is a condition which the ene- 
mies of the Colonies insist on, not because it will 
be hailed by the Slaves as a boon, but because 
they conclude the substitution of some other day, 
would diminish in the proportion of one fifth or 
one sixth the advantages the master at present 
derives from the labour of his Negrges. The 
proprietor cannot afford this sacrifice — what 
would any proprietor in England think of a pro- 
position, by which he should be called upon to 
surrender fifteen or twenty per cent, of the re- 
venue of his estate, for ever ; and that too, by 
persons who were not themselves to be affected 
in the like, or any other proportion of the mea- 
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sure? Bot this is precisely what a West^India 
Proprietor is now gravely called upon to do, 
with as little ceremony as men are requested to 
subscribe to a new book, or to give money to- 
wards some improvement in science. It is a fact 
known to every person intimately acquainted 
with the habits of Negroes— that the industrious 
one, who goes to market on Sunday, finishes his 
business of sale and purchase in one or two hours ; 
after that, if the person be of a religious tlisposi- 
tion, he either goes to church, or meeting, in 
town, or returns home, and does .the same at the 
place nearest him. The Negro is thus enabled, as 
is the case in many other parts of the world, to 
attend to his religious, as well as temporal duties 
on the same day, without any outrage of either. 
But let it be examined and seen, what the effect 
would be on the Master on allowing another day 
for marketing. At present not more than one 
Negro out of ten of a gang, goes to market on the 
same day ; but if the time Were altered, and to 
be taken from the Master, every one would be 
entitled to, and expect- th^ same indulgence: 
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what reason or argament would restrain them ^ 
or where is the Master who wonld venture ou 
the invidious and dangerous office of pointing out 
which of his slaves should be allowed this favour. 
At present it is an arrangement entirely with the 
grown Negroes themselves^ or heads of fami- 
lies. It is not inconvenient to themseives— -it is 
not disadvantageous to the Master — and above all, 
it does not appear to interfere improperly with the 
performance of their religious duties. In fact^ it may 
safely be asserted, that the Negroes will not thank 
those who shall cause any material alteration to be 
made in their present mode of atten^ng market, ' 
unless an entire day of their Masters' time be given 
them for that purpose; but this appears a saciifice 
equally uncalled for, and one which the Ranters 
of Saint Vincent are determined not to make. 
The Assembly will cheerfully concur with His 
Majesty's Ministers, to the extent of the almost 
exhausted resources of the Colony, in establishing 
and maintaining a sufficient number of clergymen 
under Episcopal controul; and when these pioos 
aiMl educated ministers shall have acquired 

D 
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« 

sufficient influence over the minds of their con- 
gregations^ to warrant a belief that other rights 
and privileges may be safely extended to thern^ 
the Legislature will lend an anxious and attentive 
ear to such representations, — confident that the 
strongest hold the Master can have on the afiec- 
tions of his Servant, is that which has been formed 
by kindness and indulgence. 

The subject now leads to another, and perhaps 
the most important measure which has been sug- 
gested to the consideration of the Colonies — the 
admission of Slave testimony into courts of justice. 
"^But it may be shewn, that in Saint Vincent, as 
much has already been done on this branch of the 
subject, as can safely be conceded in the present 
state of Negro morals. Under the provisions of 
the old Slave: Act, Slaves, when charged with 
capital bfiences, were tried before three Magis- 
trates ; but some years past they were taken from 
this kind of tribunal, and by law made indictable 
for felonies afiecting life, or even transportable of-. 
fences, at the Court of Grand Sessions, JEind tried 
by jury io the same manner as white or other free. 
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persons. The Court is required to assign counsel 
for the prisoner, and the evidence of slaves taken 
for and against the prisoner. But here again let 
the law speak for itself in the 60th and 61st Sec- 
tion of the Slave Act : — 

*^That if any Slave or Slaves shall enter into 
^ or be concerned in any rebellion or rebellious 
" conspiracy, or commit any murder, felony, bur- 
" glary, robbery, or set fire to any house, works, 
^^ out-house, negro-house, magass-house, or other 
^* building, cane piece, grass or corn piece, or break 
" into such house, works, out-house, negro-house, 
" or other building in the day time, no person being 
'^ therein, and steal thereout, or compass or imagine 
*^ the death of any white person, and declare the 
^^ same by any overt act, or commit any other 
^^ crime not herein provided for, the commission 
" of which by white persons, or persons of free 
" condition, would subject them to a prosecution 
^^ for felony by the laws of these Islands, or the 
*^ laws of Great Britain in force here, such Slave 
" or Slaves, shall for every such oflFence or offences, 
"upon trial and conviction thereof, in manner 
'Vliereinafter mentioned, suffer death without be- 
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^ nefit of clergy^ transportation, or sncb other 
^ punishment as would be inflicted upon any such 
" white or free person, according ip the nature 
" and extent of the offence.'* Apd 

" That if any Slave or Slaves^ charged with any 
^^ of the before mentioned offences, or any other 
^ offence whatsoever, which may render him, her 
" OP them liable to the punishment of death, trans- 
'^ portation, or imprisonment for life, shall be tried 
^ in all respects in the same manner as free per- 
'* sons, at the Court of Sessions, (save and except 
" that the evidence of any Slave or Slaves, on 
'' oath, shall in such case be taken for and against 
" Slaves, but in no other case whatever be admis- 
^ sible) and six days before the sitting of the court 
^* the Clerk of the Crown and Peace shall deliver 
" a list of all the Slaves so to be tried, to the Pre- 
** sident of the Court, who shall thereupon ap- 
^^ point a Barrister to act as Counsel for each 
^^ Prisoner, and in case of an indictment between 
*^ the said six days and the sitting of the Court, 
^^ then and in such case. Counsel shall be appwited 
^^ for the Prisoner as soon as may be, and the Jury 
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^^ ^hall, if they find the Prisoner gnilty^ ascertaia 
" the value of him or her, and such value of snch 
^^ condemned Slave shall be paid to the owner or 
^^ possessor of such Slave, so condemned or exe- 
" cuted, out of the Public Treasury of these Islands, 
^^ upon producing the certificate of such condem- 
^^ nation and appraisement, under the hand and seal 
^^ of the Judge presiding at the trial of such Slave 
" or Slaves, and also the certificate of the Provost 
*^ Marshal General, of the execution, transporta- 
^^ tion, or imprisonment of such Slave or Slaves, 
^^ except it shall appear that the owner or posses- 
" sor of such Slave or Slaves had refused to deliver 
" up such Slave or Slaves*** 

Under this law two Slaves were lately indicted: 
one for attempting to strike or cut down a white 
man with, a sabre ; and the other for a cruel and 
unmerciful beating of a white man with a blud- 
geon^ till his life was despaired of. la both these 
caseS) Slave evidence was tendered and received 
for the prisoners, although o}^x>s6d to the testis 
mony of free persona for the prosecution. In the 
former case the prisoner was fomid guilty, and 
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sentenced to three months hard labour in public; 
and inthe latter the Jury returned a verdict of not 
guilty ; — ^the defence establishing the fact that the 
prisoner found the white man unexpectedly in 
bed with his wife, in his own house at midnight 
These cases are mentioned to illustrate the 
present state of the Laws as they really affect the 
evidence of Slaves ; and because they shew, that 
voluntarily, and without any external goading, 
the Legislature of Saint Vincent has gone half 
way in this object, so much insisted on by per- 
sons ignorant of its consequences in the fullest 
extent. The Commissioners of Enquiry into the 
Administration of Justice in the Colonies, were 
in Court on the day when these trials took place. 
But it appears, that at the Colonial Office where 
all the Laws of the Colony are sent, every en- 
actment which shews any disposition on the part 
of the Legislature to improve thie condition of the 
Slaves, is either neglected or forgotten. Certain 
it is, they are never mentioned with approbation, 
or explained in Parliament to justify the Colonists 
from the incessapt attacks made on them there. 
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In tbe Colonial Office however, the Laws of 
Mortgage and of Judgment in the Colonies, 
appear to be searched with all the diligence and 
acumen of the legal profession, but for the 
extraordinary purpose of devising means to un* 
settle and unhinge all property, and all security 
on property, with the view as it is alleged, of fa- 
cilitating manumissions, all the impediments to 
which are perfectly fanciful, or the offspring of a 
disturbed or enthusiastical imagination. If ever 
there was any legal obstacle to the manumission 
of Slaves, it has been removed, by the 16th Sect. 
of the New Slave Act, which provides 

"That all manumissions of any Slave or Slaves 
" duly executed and recorded in the Register's 
" Office of these Islands shall be good> valid and 
" effectual conveya:nces id the law, to all intents 
" and purposes whatsoever, and the Registrar of 
** Deeds, or his lawful Deputy, shall publish the 
" names of the parties executing the deed, . and 
*^ the names of the Slave or Slaves thereby ma- 
" nuniitted in three successive Gaizettes or other 
" newspapers published next after the acknow- 
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^^ ledgment of such manumisdon at the expence 
" of the party recording the deed, Prwided always 
** that no owner or possessor of any Slave or 
^ Slaves, whether in his or her own right, or as 
** Attorney, Guardian, Trustee, Executor, or other- 
^^ wise, shall manumit any such Slave or Slaves^ 
*^ on account or by reason of such Slaves or Slaves 
^ being rendered incapable of labour or service to 
" his, her, or their owner or possessor, by means 
" of sickness, age, or infirmity of mind or body, 
" under the penalty of two hundred pounds, to be 
" recovered before any two Justices of the Peace, 
*^ and, upon conviction, to be levied by warrant 
" under their hands and seals, directed to the Pro- 
*^ vost Marshal General, or his lawful deputy, 
" which fine shall be paid to the Treasurer or his 
*^ lawful Deputy, who ia hereby empowered and 
^^ directed to allow to each of the said Slave or 
•* Slaves so made free th^ sum of twwity pounds 
^^ per animm, to be paid (piarterly for his or her 
^ mamtmance and 8iipp(»rt during life/' And 
also* by the IGlh Section^ ^^ 
^^ ^«f u^^etaw advantegai may be tafeen of the 
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^^ ignorance' of personfy who may have been im- 
'^ perfectly manumitted^ in order to detain them in 
^^ Slavery ; Be it enacted by the authority afore- 
'^ said, that any person or persons who shall 
" knowingly or wilfully keep or detain, or cause 
" to be kept or d|etained^ or connive at or 
^^ assist in the detention of any person or persons 
" whatsoever in Slavery, who shall be entitled to 
" freedom, he, she, or they, upon the freedom of 
^^ sttch person or persons being established, either 
^^ by the judgment of any court, or the execution 
" of any deed or will, or any other satisfactory 
^' proof to be produced before any two Justices of 
'^ the Peace, shall forfeit and pay to such person 
" or persons so detained treble the amotint of any 
" hire that such person or persons would have 
" produced during the time he, she, or they were 
*' so detained in SlaTcry, the rate of which hire 
" shall be settled by the said Justices, to be levied 
" on the goods, chattels, and slaves of the offen- 
" der or offenders, by a warrant under the hands 
" and seals of two Justices, directed to the Pro- 
" vost Marshal General, or his lawful deputjjr." 

£ 
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Here is no stamp required — no bond to be 
given^ and the very act of recording guards 
against, the loss. The only fees exacted, are 
such as the Public Officers appointed by Govern- 
ment at home, take. for recording the deed of 
manumission. The cases are rare, and indeed it 
may be said they have not occurred, where, a 
Slave with the pecuniary means of obtaining his 
freedom, has not found the parties, as well as 
the laws, to bend to the attainment of his wishes. 
But the instances are frequent where Slaves are 
known to possess money sufficient to redeem 
themselves and families, without evincing the 
least disposition to make such an use of their 
property. Indeed it often happens, that Negroes 
are known to lay out their money in the purchase 
of slaves, rather than in releasing themselves from 
slavery. In such cases the rights of the Slave to 
his own bondsman may be said to be recognized 
by the common law or usage of the Colony, which 
equally protects him in the -possession of other 
descriptions of wealth. No instance has ever 
been known in Saint Vincent of ti Slave having 



Digitized by 



Google 



35 

complained that his Master had dispossessed him 
of any description of property ; but the Master 
can sue in the Courts for his Slave and obtain 
judgment against a white or a free man upon 
proof of the debt. The Slaves in Saint Vincent 
by the common usage and sanction of the society, 
have been, are now in fact — and know themselves 
to be as well protected in the possession of pro- 
perty,, as any other class of persons. Who has 
made the complaint that they are not ? Where- 
ever he be let him come forth and make out his 
case— let the grievance be established — and then 
the remedy can be applied. But it is more than 
childish to call upon the Legislatures to make 
Laws which are not required, and of the want of 
which complaint has never been made. No one 
circumstance can possibly expose the genuine ig- 
norance of the party now interfering with the 
Slave Laws and Regulations, more than the pro- 
posal for estabKshing Saving Banks for their 
property. The Negroes are generally intelligent 
and they know enough of calculation to prevent 
themselves from being imposed on in the bargains 
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they make^ but their arithmetic has not yet 
reached either bitnple or componBd interest. 
Their ideas of wealth do not go beyond personal 
possession. No miser of any age or country 
ever knew more , delight in hanging over his 
hcmrds of money, than does the Negro in hand- 
ling his little pooch of dollars or Johannes. It 
wonldinot be gold or silver to hiin, if he could 
not every day of his life know and approach the 
place .of its deposit. It: may be doubted if even 
the member for Bramber^ with his wide spread 
&me for humanity and charity, aided by his less 
known but equally enthnsiastical coadjutor, Mr. 
Buxtoui^ would 6nd confidence enough to be 
truated with .. the. s^l-r-the more.dian life — the 
cash of a Negro. The experiment would be too 
chimerical to require either .the attempt or the 
refutation. They not .only conceal the posses- 
sion of money from wl»te persons, but genersdly 
from their nearest relatives and friends, . many^of 
whom when around die death-bed of the old 
persons and beads of their .&milies, find them;? 
selves bequeathed money which they never sup- 
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posed was so near them. These minute facts^ or 
the relation of them, may seem tedious and un*- 
profitable^ but, the Negro character appears so 
little understood in England, and so much mis- 
represented, that the great object to be dreaded, 
is, that in the rage for speculating in West-India 
Legislation, measures may be insisted upon which 
will as effectually in their operation harrass and 
perplex the Slave as they will ultimately prove 
ruinous to the Master. 

Our Negroes saw the year commence cheerful 
and happy, and they were surely but slowly pro- 
ceeding to a state of mental and physical im- 
provement, out of which were certain to grow 
happiness for themselves and advantage to their 
Masters. 

But the wild and undigested theories of men, 
who however benevolent their intentions, shew 
themselves perfectly ignorant of the system they 
seek to improve, have reached their ears, and ex- 
cited sentiments and ideas which will convert 
them into a gloomy, dissatisfied, and turbulent 
population, producing a tendency directly the re- 
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verse of what those who mistakenly call them^ 
selves their friends expect. 

ITie remaining objections of any importance to 
the present system are : that the cart- whip is still 
used to drive the Negroes to their work — that, 
from its constant use, their minds are perpetually 
in a state of trepidation and distress, — and that 
the females are often exposed and punished in such 
an outrageous and indecent manner, as to stifle in 
them all sense of shame or delicacy. Secondly, 
that the Slaves are liable by the operation of the 
laws to be removed from the lands which have 
long been their homes— separated from their near- 
est and best connections, and their families divided 
and sold for payment of their Master's debts — and 
lastly, that marriage is not only not encouraged, 
but prohibited;. and, that consequently no perma- 
nent domestic ties or attachments can be formed, 
to promote social comforts, and to produce a legi- 
timate and improved offspring. 

On each of those points it may be useful to shew 
the law as it is applicable to it> and then to state 
the common usage of the Colony, as assisting. 



Digitized by 



Google 



39 

affecting, or improving the operation of the law. 
And first, by the 18th Section of the Slave Act it 
is provided — 

^^ Tliat in order to restrain arbitrary punishment, 
" no Slave on any plantation or estate shall re- 
" ceive more than ten stripes at one time, and for 
^^ one offence, unless the Owner, Attorney, Guar- 
" dian. Executor, Administrator, or Manager of 
^^ such plantation or estate, having such Slave 
^' under his care, shall be present ; and no such 
*^ Owner, Attorney, Guardian, Administrator, or 
" Manager, shall on any account punish a Slave 
" with more than thirty-nine stripes at one time, 
" and for one offence, nor inflict, or suffer to be 
^'^ inflicted such last-mentioned punishment, nor 
" any other number of stripes in the same week, 
" nor until the delinquent has recovered from 
" the effects of any former punishment, under a 
" penalty not less than fifteen pounds, or more 
^* than thirty pounds, for every offence, to bere- 
" covered against the person directing or permit- 
" ting such punishment, in a summary maimer, 
" before any two Justices of the Peace, and upon 
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" conviction, to be levied by their warrant, directed 
" to the Provost Marshal General, besides being 
" subject to be prosecuted by indictment in the 
" Court of Grrand Sessions of the Peace of these 
*^ Islands, as for an offenc^e against this Act** By 
the 20th Section it is also enacted — 

" That in case any Justice of the Peace shall re- 
** ceive any complaint, or probable intelligence 
*^ from any Slave or otherwise, that any Slave or 
^* Slaves has or have beeh wantonly or improperly 
" punished or confined contrary to the true intent 
" and meaning of this Act, it shall and may be 
^^ lawful to and for such Justice to associate one 
" other Justice with him, and to issue their War- 
^^ mnt to any Constable, ordering him immediately 
" to proceed to the place where such Slave or 
'^ Slaves is t)r are confined, and to release and 
*' bring him, her, or them, before the Justices, 
^^ who are hereby authorised to cbmmit the said 
" Slave or Slaves to the jail until enquiry shall 
^^ be made intb the facts ; and if upon such en- 
^^ quiry it shall be found that the said complaint 
'^ is true, it shall be the duty of the said Justices, 
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^^ and they are hereby required to prosecute the 
" offender according to law ; but if it shall appear 
" that such complaint was groundless, the said 
^^ Justices shall punish the complainant, and the 
^^ person giving information thereof, if a free per- 
" son, by imprisonment, not exceeding ten days, 
*^ and if a Slave, by any number of stripes, not 
" exceeding thirty-nine, and commitment to hard 
^^ labour for a period not exceeding ten days, and 
^^ the costs and charges of the prosecution shall 
^^ be paid by the Treasurer, or his lawfal Deputy, 
" in case the Owner or Owners of the Slave or 
^^ Slaves shall not be capable of paying them upon 
'^ the Certificate of the President of the Court to 
'' that effect.*^ And by the 21st Sectidn:— 

*^ That if any Owner, Possessor, or other per- 
^^ son whatsoever, shall at his, her, or their own 
*' will and pleasure, or by his, her, or their direc- 
^^ tion, or with his, her, or their knowledge, suf- 
*' ferance, privity, or consent, wantonly or cruelly 
^^ whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, cut, wound, or im- 
" prison, or keep in confinement without sufficient 
^ support any Slave or Slaves, he, she^ or they 

F 
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'* shall be liable to be indicte^l for such offence^ 
'^ and upon conviction^ shall be pimished by fine^ 
^^ not exceeding one hundred and fifty pounds^ or 
' ^^ imprisonment not exceeding twelve months^ or 
'' both, for each and every Slave so wounded^ pu- 
*^ niished^ or confined as aforesaid^ and such pu- 
*' nishment is declared to be without prejudice to 
^* any action that may be brought for the recovery 
•^ of treble the value of such Slave or Slaves^ for 
^^ or on account of the same, in case such Slave 
^^ or Slaves shall hot be the absolute aud entire 
" property of the offender ; and in atrocious cases, 
" where the Owner of such Slave or Slaves shall 
" be convicted of such offence, the Court are here- 
" empowered, in case they shall think it necessary 
^^ for the fiiture protection of such Slave or Slaves 
'^ to declare him, her, or them free and discharged 
" from all manner of servitude whatsoever, and 
^^ to order and direct the said one hundred and 
" fifty pounds to be paid to the Treasurer or his 
" lawful Deputy, who shall pay to the said Slave 
^^ or Slaves so made free the sum of fifteen pounds 
^^. per annum, for his or her maintenance aD4 sup- 
" port during life.'' 
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It is true that on most Plantations the Driver, 
as he is called (for the West Indians have heen 
extremely unfortunate in terms) or the Negro 
Overseer, who is always promoted to this situa- 
tion for his superior inteHigence, honesty, and hu- 
manity, whose employment is to collect the la- 
bourers in the field, and to superintend them at 
their work, carries this cart whip in his hand as 
a symbol of his authority. It is his business to 
repair to the place of labour early in the morning, 
and by the crack of his whip to give notice to the 
other Negroes that it is time for them to assemble, 
as well as of the place where their presence is 
required. The same use is made of the whip at 
noon and at night, as a signal that they may give 
up work and retire to their homes. But the 
reading of the 18th Section of the Slave Act (al- 
ready quoted) must be convincing proof that this 
driver is neither required nor permitted to punish 
the Negroes under his charge at his will and plea- 
sure. For the Legislature which restrained its 
use in the Overseer of the Estate, to whom such 
an extensive and valuable property is often solely 
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entrusted, and forbids his inflicting more than ten 
stripes, unless the Proprietor or hia Representative 
be present, could never have contemplated that 
the Negro Driver was to whip at his own discre- 
tion. The truth is, that no such {practice being 
allowed, the Legislature did not provide against 
that, which never did and never could happen. 

A good disposed Negro has nothing to fear 
from the driver, , and one of a different dbaracter 
has only to dread a representation of his negligence 
or improper behaviour to the Manager at noon, 
or in the evening, when he makes his report of 
the business of the day, and receives his instruc- 
tions for the following. . Punishment by ihe cart- 
whip has long since ceased to be used but in seri- 
ous transgressions, and then with the moderation 
prescribed by the law. The females are never ex- 
posed and whipped in the manner represented, — 
many of those who asserted this as fact knew the 
reverse. Confinement in the stocks, withholding 
for a week some little extra perquisite they have 
been allowed, and many other ways of making 
them feel and su&r for their mis-conduct are re- 
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sorted to^ till forbearauce would no longer be 
set^Yiceable to themselves or their connections. 
The women are often the most intemperate and 
turbnlent persons in the gang, and when, at last, 
punishment can no longer be delayed, females are 
then employed abont them, and for the express 
purpose of preventing this exposure so much 
complained of; and many persons who have been 
living for twenty years on Plantations, have heard 
more of it in the debates in Parliament, and the 
inflammatory pamphlets in England, than they ever 
witnessed in Saint Vincent. It is in fact one of 
the calumnies best calculated to excite an abhor- 
rence for the West Indians, and to arouse that 
torrent of public feeling in England which they 
will be the least able to resist. The constant cus- 
tom in Saint Vincent, when severe punishment 
is called for, is to apply to two Magistrates, before 
whom the offender is carried. The charge against 
him is made in his presence, and almost invariably 
proved upon him by persons of his own dass, and 
often belonging to the same gang; for Negroes do 
not like to be robbed, beaten, or calumniated by 
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Other Negroes^ any more than white inen^ and 
are often more restless till they obtain satis- 
faction. The culprit is then heard in his defence^ 
and when punishment is ordered he submits to 
the justice of his sentence. The Manager or Pro- 
prietor is thus relieved from much responsibility, 
and the punishment has a more serious and last- 
ing effect on the offender^ Guarded, as the Slave 
has been shewn to be, from excessive punishment, 
by the law— protected from it by the true interest 
and best inclinations of the Master, aided by the 
superintending authority of the Magistrates, — is 
it possible that any unprejudiced person can^ still 
give credit to the assertions, that the cart-whip is 
a source of eternal punishment and distress to the 
^Slaves ? There is no party or individual in the 
Colony who is not willing to take from the hands 
of the Driver, that which he is only allowed to 
carry as a mark of his authority. But the time 
and the mode must be left to those only who 
know how difficult — nay, how dangerous it is, to 
make the most immaterial alteration in a system, 
built upon the unsolid foundation of influence and 
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opinion. The time is still far distant, when it 
wonid be either pmdent or safe to hint to this class 
of persons, that they are no longer amenable to 
corporal punishment, restrained and guarded even 
as the application of it now is. 

To the second objection, which embraces so 
many conflicting interests, it is only necessary to 
reply, that the rights of Creditors are too sacred, 
too finely interwoven into the system of Colonial 
jurisprudence, and too intimately connected with the 
^stability of property, to be lightly or inteimperately 
invaded. The 4th Clause of the Slave Act pro- 
vides — 

" That for the better preserving Slaves on 
*^ estates in these Islands, and for saving es- 
" tates from being ruined by the entire recovery 
^^ of legacies left by testators, and of debts due 
" from their Estates which might with more 
^^ ease be paid without injuring any person con- 
" cemed, by the allowance of time for the pay- 
" ment of such debts and legacies after they 
^^ shall become due, it shall and may be lawftil for 
** any Devisee, Trustee, Executor, or Adminis- 
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^^ trator, not having sufficient eflfects in his or 
" their hands belonging to the Testator, Intestate, 
'^ or Trust Estate, out of his, her, or their own 
" monies, to pay and satisfy, or cause to be paid 
" and satisfied, any legacy or just debt after the 
" same shall become due from the estate, that 
" the Slaves may be preserved on the Plantation 
*^ and be prevented from being levied on and 
^^ carried from it, and the money which any De- 
" visee. Trustee, Executor, or Administrator 
" shall pay and satisfy, or cause to be paid and 
" satisfied for the discharging such legacies and 
'^ debts as aforesaid, shall remain charged and 
*^ secured upon the estate or estates for the relief 
*^ of which the same shall be so paid as aforesaid, 
" with interest thereon at and after the rate of 
^^ six pounds per cent, per annum, until the same 
*^ be fully paid and satisfied/' ' 

And it may be said this is doing all that the 
Legislature could well be expected to do. When 
the West-Indies have been prosperous, loans of 
money were oken obtained at five per cent, and 
the law allows the Trustee, Executor, or Admi- 
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lustrator to charge six per cent, with a security 
oft the property; and certainly with no other 
motive but to prevent as much as possible the se- 
paration of Slaves from the estate. But in Saint 
Vincent, a solitary instance of tihiis scarcely occurs 
hi twenty years. The Negroes have been often 
removed in the entire gang;, from one plantation 
to anoth^, but that has always been from a 
Wdrn-out impoverished soil, to a new and fertile 
one; and invariably with the consent of the 
Negroes themselves, who are very capable of 
appreciating the lightened labour and iilcreaiSed 
advantages of such removal. No person ever ^ 
thinks of separating families by a sale. Even 
when disposed of by the Marshal under the writ , 
of execution ; they are invariably placed in fami- 
Hes, and few persons mlder such circumstanced 
would dare to propose the separation of one of 
them but With the consent of the parties them- 
selves. Not do persons wish to become purcha- 
siers till they obtain the consent of the Negroes to 
become theit* property. It would seem that in 
England some penrons pretend to bdieve^ that 
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not only our natures for charity and for humanity 
are. changed and reversed, but that the cooler cal- 
eulations of comfort and advantage to ourselves 
:are forgotten or lost sight of when we enter the 
Tropics. What man in his senses would be the 
Master of unwilling and reluctant servants, if he 
could avoid it? Or whereas the Proprietor or 
Manager of .an estate who would not prefer con- 
ducting his property with the good will and 
cheerful ;concur;-ende of his Negroes, which in fact 
render his business little more than exercise and 
amusement, to the constant opposition and dis^ 
quietude which he is sure to encounter, in a dis- 
satisfied and reluctant gang; hazarding to the 
Proprietor tjie improvement and success of his 
property, and to the Manager his employment 
and reputation a^ a Planter. Tradesmen, do- 
mestic and other unattached Negroes to the land 
are never disposed of without allowing them the 
choice of a Master, md when. 9old under execu- 
tion, they generally prevail ou some gentleman 
whom ttey esteem, by proinises of g^d conduct 
and fidjelity, to becpn^e their purchaser. 
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The 13th and 14th Sec. of the Slave Act, shew 
the anxiety of the Legislature to produce perma- 
nent connection of the sexes, and the beneficial 
results to be expected therefrom — ^They provide 
" That for every infant Slave which shall be bom 
*' within these Islands and shall survive three 
"weeks, the Midwife and Nurse shall each be 
" entitled to receive one dollar, and if there should 
"be no Nurse in attendance, the Midwife shall 
" be entitled to demand and receive two dollars, 
"and upon every infant Slave attaining the age of 
" fifteen months, the mother thereof, shall be en- 
"titled to demand and receive six ' dollars^ and 
'^ upon every such infant being incorporated in 
" the grass or vine gang, the mother, or person 
" nursing the infant, shall be entitled to demand 
"and receive the further sum of two dollars: the 
" said several premiums or sums of money shall 
"in the first instance be paid by the owner or 
" owners, or person or persons having the direc- 
" tion of the said Slaves, but shall be deducted by 
*^ him or them so paying the same from the pub- 
" lie taxes^ which shall become due and payable 
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^ by the owner or owners, possessor or posses* 
^^ sors, of the said Slaves^ next 9&eT the payment 
^ by him or them of the said several snms Qf 
*^ money, and the amount thereof charged by the 
'^ Treasurer against the public'* — And 

^* That every female Slave who shall have six 
*^ children living, or who having raised from in- 
" fancy and during the period of nprturp, a child 
*^ or children of deceased mothers, and which 
^^ shall continue to live with her as her adopted 
" child or children shall have of her own and of 
'^ such so raised and adopted child or children six 
*^ children living, shall only be employed in light 
*^ labour in the'field or otherwise; s^d the owner 
^^ or possessor of every such fepiale Sl^ve shall 
^^ be exempted from all manner of taxps for such 
'^ female Slave^^ a,ny thing in the Act commonly 
^^ called the Poll-Tax Act or any other of the 
^' Tax- Acts cf these Islands passed or annually to 
^^ be passed to the contrary notwithstanding ; and 
^ a deduction shall be made for all such female 
^ Slaves, from the Taxes, of such owner or pos- 
^^ sessor, upon the certificate of the justice, taking 
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" the annual retnms that proof was given on oath 
" to his satisfaction, not only that the requisite 
" number pf children, together with the mother 
^^ or adopted mother are living, but also that the 
^^ mother had been employed only in light field 
^^ or other labour, and was provided with the 
" means of an easy and comfortable mainte- 
" nance." 

To this last clause it may be added as fact, that 
the usage of the Colony goes fiirther than the 
strict letter of the law would require, for women 
with six children are never required to perform 
even *^ light labour in the \field, or otherwise*" 
for their masters. They are, to all intents and 
purposes, free persons, with the exception that they 
are not allowed to remove themselves from their 
families or the Plantatiw. But for any purpose 
of the master, their nan^^s are never called but to 
receive their allowance of provision and clothing. 
Such wonxen are reQdered more happy than they 
eyer woidd be in the enjoyment of fr^odom in the 
common acceptation of th^ tenn. In addition to 
this allowance of food and cloathing, they are pro^ 
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vided a large and comfortable house to enable 
them to have their children aronnd tbem. They 
maybe said to have a life estate in as much land 
as they can cultivate. ' A medical man must attend 
and visit them in their hours of sickness, and they 
know they have in reversion a comfortable provi- 
sion for their day of old age and imbecility. Do 
these things weigh nothing in the scale of human 
comfort and happiness ? Or is there not many a 
wretched mother in other quarters of the world, 
with a cheerless remnant of life before her, who 
would willingly exchange situations with this more 
fortunate Slave in Saint Vincent? 

There would be no aversion on the part of 
Slave Proprietors to the introduction of the mar- 
riage ceremony among them, with the previous 
consent, of the Master on the part of both male 
and female. It is now, and long has been, the con- 
stant object of the Master, to encourage and pro- 
mote those permanent connections, which are 
marriage in every respect except in the non-per- 
formance of the ceremony. The premium given 
in the 13th Section had expressly this object in 
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view, for the females are very sensible they seldom 
have children till this permanent connection is 
formed. The first attempt on the part of the 
Master is to establish it between young persons on 
his own estate, and after that to prevail on the 
women to take husbands from the neighbouring 
properties. But it should not be concealed, that 
for several years after puberty this is an arrange- 
ment that is a subject of much solicitude and vex- 
ation to the Director of a Plantation. Many of 
the men, and sometimes those who are in other 
respects the most tractable and valuable, form va- 
rious attachments which produce the most tor- 
menting dissentions. Reason, persuasion, and 
punishment are alike found ineffectual in correct- 
ing or restraining this vicious propensity, till after 
middle life, when constancy and attachment be- 
come very common between the father and mother 
of a family. Till this fortunate event, the women 
are often engaged in the most alarming dissen- 
tions, and from this source some of the most 
atrocious actions are sometimes found to spring. 
If the actual ceremony be introduced when these 
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people form their attachments, it should be ac- 
companied with legal enactments to enforce^ or 
rather with a view to enforce a religious adherence 
to the connection ; otherwise the institution will 
soon be brought into the utmost contempt^ besides 
many other difficulties which present themselves 
on the question of enforcing the performance of 
this ceremony. Perhaps the most safe and ra- 
tional plan will be^ to leave this desirable improve- 
ment in the condition of the Slave to work its 
own introduction, [with the clear understanding 
that there is no legal nor customary impediment 
thrown in its way. 

In the preceding communication, it has been 
necessary to have such ample reference to^ and 
quotations from the laws of the Colony, that an 
apology to your Excellency may be necessary 
irom the consequent, tediousness of it. But the 
laws, which are in the every day administration 
of, and conseqtiently familiar to your Excellency, 
are either unknown or suppressed in the mother 
coiintfy. From the speeches in Parliatiient, it 
would appear that in^n who are well infetrmed' ori 
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almost every other subject, are as ignorant of the 
internal state of society in these Colonies as of 
that of China, or the most unknown country. 
They appear to think that there is no law for the 
Slave, but the caprice or cruelty of the Master. 
And that there never was a Proprietor of Slaves, 
who was not at the same time capricious, and a 
barbarian. Your Excellency's unprecedentedly 
long and successful government of this Colony, 
and the consequently intimate nature of your con- 
nection with, and tho^-ough information on the 
state of all classes of society in it, eminently qua- 
lify you to give an opinion by which the Colonists 
will cheerfully abide. Those persons in England 
who will deride or discredit our assertions, will be 
cautious how they impugn the statements and 
opinions' of a man, equally zealous in the dis- 
charge of his duties as a Governor, as he is alive 
to the national prosperity and greatness of his 
country. 

For the system of Slavery, as it now exists, the 
-'""*" "h' ■ • ' 
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Proprietors in no r^pect cohsider themselves re- 
sponsible. It has grown up nnder the fostering 
care and protecting hand of the nation, and 
any propositions which positively or virtually 
tend to unsettle or to depreciate the property of 
the Master are manifestly unjust. Whenever 
they are made, the Colonists will not contu^ 
macumslyy but they will firmly and unceasingly 
oppose them, no matter in what quarter they 
originate, or by what authority they are sup*- 
ported. 

The Council and House of Assembly have here 
endeavoured to bring under the observation of his 
Majesty s Ministers a minute and faithful picture 
of the real condition of the Slaves in Saint Vin* 
cent ; whatever credit it may gain for honesty and 
fidelity of statement, it is hoped it will shew a 
case that certainly does not call for^any thing like 
a contest between the Legislature of the parent 
state, and those of the Colonies, or for the adop- 
tion of measures which would alienate the auc- 
tions of a class of subjects, ever proverbial for 
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their loyalty to the throne, and attachment to their 
common country. 

We have the honor to be, SIR, 

Yonr ExcELLENCt's 

Most obedient Servants,^ 

^Signed) W. J. STRUTH, 

President of the Council, Pro. Tern, 

(Signed) JOHN DALZELL, Speaker. 

To His ExoeUenoff Rear Admiral 
Sir Charles Brisbane, K.C.B. ^c. ^c. ^c. 

The foregoing Letter was unanimously 
adopted by the two branches of the Legislature, 
as their reply to the communication from His 
Excellency the Governor. 

Dated this fourth day of September, One Thou- 
sand Eight Hundred and Twenty-Three. 

(Signed) G. L. DAWSON, 

Ckrk of the Council. 

(Signed) H. p. cox. 

Clerk of the Aiiembfy. 
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Saint Vincent, 

6tk September, 1823, 



Sir, 



The dispatch from Lord .Batharst^ 
which your Excellency submitted to the Council 
and the House of Assembly on the 2nd instant^ 
had called into action the most intense anxiety, 
and engaged the deepest consideration of these 
branches of the Legislature^ in framing a reply to 
that momentous communication, which they had 
scarcely concluded, when the Colony in general 
was thrown into the greatest consternation, on re- 
ceiving the intelligence of an alarming and exten- 
sive insurrection of the Slaves in Demcrara. The 
houses being in Session, it is as impossible, as it 
would be improper, for them to refrain from ad- 
dressing your Excellency on this alarming occa- 
sion, and while we ourselves are perhaps treading 
on those very combustible materials which will 
soon explode in our destruction. 
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This disaster has not come upon us unlooked 
for. Those who have the greatest experience of 
the sentiments and feelings of the class of persons 
in question^ and are consequently hest enabled to 
form correct opinions of the results to be appre- 
hended from the late ill-advised and intemperate 
measures adopted in and out of Parliament^ have 
for some weeks past anticipated a similar calamity. 
And afflicting as it is, it will prove we fear a faint 
prelude only to other scenes of horror and devas- 
tation, which these unfortunate and devoted Co- 
lonies are destined shoitly to witness, unless some 
firm, unprejudiced, and patriotic hand speedily 
seize the only remaining means to avert so much 
moral and political calamity. The wild, indi- 
gested, and intemperate theories of bigots and 
fanatics, must no longer be permitted to influence 
the Colonial councils of the nation ; and, in their 
stead, we require those temperate, unbiassed, and 
rational measures, the ofispring of masculine, cal- 
culating minds-^the energies ' of decided, . un- 
shackled Statesmen :' men who have been taught 
to distinguish between the pure religion of God, 
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and the base and adulterated fiuth of fanatical sec- 
tarians and enthusiasts. J^en who know how to 
discriminate between the genuine morality of wis-^ 
dom and goodness^ and that spurious system of 
ethics, which passes at its own door, unaided and 
without notice, countless thousands, immersed in 
positive wretchedness and woe, to engage in a dis- 
tant pursuit of uncertain and doubt&l distress; 
and which craves and hungers after false and de- 
lusive projects of humanity, which the propaga- 
tors would adopt and enforce, at the expence of 
the personal anguish of millions ; or although 
they should in their attempt, undermine and 
jeopardize that fabric of national prosperity and 
happiness, reared by centuries of vthe labour and 
ability of our ancestors. 

In Dur communication of the 4thii^tant to your 
£Koellency, every pains were bestowed, and every 
argument of which we were masters used to coor 
vince His Majesty s Government, of the delusiiia 
binder which they labour^ in giving implicit credit 
to the overcharged and maUcions statements of liu^ 
condition of the Slaves in the West Indi^ and^to 
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bly result from a perseverance in the measures 
they have lately adopted. In conseqaence of 
those measures^ the hitherto peaceable and con- 
tented Negroes of Demerara have reared the flag 
of rebellion and massacre. How soon it may 
wave, and spread it» desolating effects over the 
now beautiful and cultivated vallies of our once- 
happy and prosperous Colony, it would be unwise 
or intemperate to predict. 

But we call upon our brother Colonists, our 
common countrymen of Britain, and upon man-> 
kind at large, to witness, that we hold those un- 
feeling and unrelenting men responsible, who 
have never ceased to persecute us; and that 
severe retributivejpsticemnstsooneror later over- 
take them, for every drop oi blood that may be 
spilled, and for every hour of ^ef and anguish 
which may be endured by those whom their ma*- 
chinations and' malevolence have driven with their 
lives, families, and fortunes, to the very v>erge of 
the most crueL destruction. Under such trying 
circumstances, circumvented 1by so many and sock 
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dangerous enemies, we beseech your Excellency 
to use that influence which your extensive local 
information must give you with Government, to 
induce it to interpose its influence in behalf of 
these unhappy Colonies, before the time shall 
have gone by when any efforts whatever can save 
them. We implore His Majesty to disclaim, all 
further intention of, or at least to refrain from any 
further interference at present with the internal 
policy of the Colonies. This will be the talisman. 
Now one prompt and decided, exclamation — one 
well applied word may allay and subdue this com- 
bustible material, which if fairly ignited, neither 
fleets nor armies will ever after controul or ex- 
tinguish. 

Surely the Colonists have still some of those 
claims on the justice of the mother country, 
which, by men of business, may be considered an 
equivalent to its further forbearance and protection. 
The lands of this Colony were originally sold 
by the crown for valuable consideration in money, 
to men, who in their exertions to render them 
alike valuable to themselves and productive to the 
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nation, either perished in the pestilential marshes 
and forests, were killed by the enemies of their 
country fighting in defence of the Colony, or died 
broken-hearted from grief and disappointmefnt^ in 
jQever realising the prospects which the Govern- 
ment held out as inducements to purchase the 
lands from the Crown. One of those was the fa- 
cility with which they would be enabled to people 
those lands with Negroes from Africa ; but by for 
the most important of all was the national faith 
pledged, to encourage and protect those settlers 
in the quiet and undisturbed possession of their 
lands and Slaves, and in the enjoyment of those 
rights and privileges as British Colonists^ without 
which it was well known the possession of this de- 
scription of property would prove a mere delusion. 
But now witness the reverse of all this; — ^the 
plighted faith of the nation violated — the subject 
entrapped into the purchase of lands already ren- 
dered worse than valueless, by the Acts of the Go- 
vernment ; and the immediate descendants of those 
very purclmsers^ scarcely cleansed from> the blood- 
shed of a saagmnary revolt of the Chaniibs, when 
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tbey are ^Bigain direatened with a renewal of those 
scenes of ioterior horror and massacre, which no 
iseUng mind can contemplate without the deepest 
distress^ 

Those persons who attempt to lead the nation 
mkd the GoTemment astray, by insisting on the 
fact, that these Colonies may be made eqnally va- 
Inable and productive to Great Britain under a dif- 
ferent system, are little better than traitors to 
Aeir country. They Well know the yery reverse 
k the truth, and their favourite country of Saint 
Domiiigo is an existing proof of the fallacy of 
their assertions. Amongst the tissue of falsehoods 
with which they saturate the populace of England 
in pamphlets, and which their partisans in Parlia^ 
ment taature to hazard in that honourable assem* 
bly, they uever expatiate on the fruits of the labour, 
industry, and perseverance of that island, which 
tliey have so often eulogiased as the terrestrial 
Elysium. That would be advandng facts, such 
as men of business and istatesmen examine into. 
Facts requirifkg d^oEionstraticHi^ and eqndly capa- 
Ue of being immediately and satia&ctorily refuted. 
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For sifiL b<Mwmmble» weU^iofonned^ onpi^iidiced 
member will listea fw hoars to a deokmatory 
tirade of &behood and impertmence on Wieat 
India Slavery^ who woidd coiisider luioflelf in- 
wlt^ by ignoraat &pecnIations in political econo- 
my; or who would soon detect and expose ex- 
aggerated statements of the civilization^ wesLlth, 
aiid prosperity of Hayti. But the corrent of 
&8hionable and popular politics has now unfortiH 
nately turned against the West India Colonies. 
High churchmen and disaenters— fanatics and 
free-thinkers — profligates and enthusiasts — 'dei&ts 
and atheists^ — the extremes of all parties in 
religion^ morality^ and in politics, have joizied, 
and for the first time in the annals of history 
have united in one questioii — destruction to 
the West Indiea. Men who have no more of 
the kindness of human nature in their compositir 
«ms than the tiger and hyena, have enlisted nndar 
the variegated banner of counterfeit philanthropy; 
and with religion for their motto, have commenced 
anew the warfare of persecuiiodi, against every 
thing like peace, order, and happiness, in these de- 
voted regions: in reality, for the attainment of 
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iliat which will place them on the high road to 
wealth, and honors. But ostensibly for the appro- 
bation of their own tender and immaculate minds^ 
and for the applause of a senseless and deludied 
rabble^ thousands of whom would be left to 
perish of starvation^ if those very petitions 
which. they sign and send to Parliament against 
the Colonies were to have the effect the fra- 
mers of them. desire. But let us look a little 
deeper^ than the surface of these motives, and it 
will be found that no one individual of the most 
ordinary talents, who has fairly enlisted himself 
during the last twenty years against the West In- 
dies, hai failed of acquiring either rank or honors, 
places of wealth and profit, under government, or 
mercantile advantages of immense amount. In 
fact, no description of labour is so easy — ^no re- 
ward so ample and speedy, as that which is certain 
to attend a persecutor and defamer of the West 
Indies. All former experience ftimishes no pa* 
rallel. There never was before such an incon- 
gruous and unnatural combination as that which 
now threatens the Colonies. It appears to be 
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formed and nurtured under the auspices of the 
Government of the nation, for the avowed pur- 
pose of destroying or annihilating a portion of 
that very nation. Affording the very appalling 
presumption, that, the possession of immense pri- 
vate riches, and the pamperings of domestic lux- 
ury have subverted all former experience and 
judgment, and rendered men incapable of truly 
appreciating national wealth, prosperity, and hap^ 
piness. 

The first Crusades were formed for exterminating 
irreligion and infidelity in the Eastern Nations, 
but we have lived in the nineteenth century to 
witness a western crusade of another description, 
against fellow-subjects, countrymen, and kinsmen 
of the same blood and religion — against loyal 
subjects to their King and country — and against 
an industrious and productive class of the national 
population. For what reason or even ostensible 
purpose? Because the Colonists, after ages of 
toil and industry, are in possession of a description 
of property which that Legislature, and some of 
those very men who have joined iu this crusade> 
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and that very nation which complacently beholds 
its equipment^ encouraged them by statutes^ pro^ 
clamations^ and mdinances to acquire and possess. 
It would be fruitlens to add more. If reason, if 
ar^ment^ if the sacred rights of property for the 
true defining of which our ancestors fought and 
died ; if the example of insurrection and rebellion, 
will not or cannot arrest such measures, we are 
devoted and lost men. But we will perish as men 
should do who are the descendants of that coun- 
try; our allegiance and attsichment to which 
h^ve been our pride and boast, and often cheered 
us through oceans of trouble. Although she 
should drive us in our last moments to exclaim, 
oh ! unfeeling, ungrateful, unnatural mother ! 

From a sabject so overcharged with reflections 
of the most painful descripticm, both present and 
prospective, we willingly turn to another of less 
importance at this moment — the external rela- 
tions of the Colony with the mother country. If 
however, the Colonies should hold out againsl: 
the present assault for another year, this is a 
subject which we think canuot fail to attract the 
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attention of OoTernment. For the last three 
years the distresses to whieh the Colonies hare 
been reduced, are undeniably proven, they have 
been painted in the liveliest but most faithful 
colours, in addresses to the Throne, and in petiti* 
oas to Parliament, and although all other descrip- 
tions of subjects have been relieved from some of 
their pressure in the long interval of peace, the 
unfortunate West-India Planter still drags along 
his overladen burthens of war. The packet virhich 
brought so much of intelligence to excite our 
alarm, also famished us with our gracious So^ 
vereign's Speech on the Prorogation of Parlia- 
ment, from which we learn with pride and exul- 
tation, the continued prosperity of the' nation at 
home, and that ^^ it is with the greatest satisfac- 
^^ tion His Majesty is enabled to coiltemjdate the 
^^ flourishing condition of all branches of our 
^^ ccmiaierce and manufactures, and the greatest 
^ abatement of those difficulties which the agi'ii-- 
*^ cultural interest has so long and so ^e^ecely 
^^ suffered.'' Far be it frx)m us tothink or sur- 
mise that our gracions Monarch has dither ne^ 
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glected or forgotten those agricnltnral difficulties 
of his loyal West-India subjects, which have been 
co-extensive and co-existent with those of the 
agricultural interest at home. But having so 
many arduous and conflicting interests to contend 
with during the last session of Parliament, His 
Majesty's Ministers have no doubt been in- 
structed to afford in the next, that relief to his 
colonial subjects, without which much of their 
importance in a commercial view, must be lost. 

From the peace down to the end of the year 
1820, between eighteen and nineteen millions of 
taxes were reduced in the department of the war 
taxation, such as property-tax, war malt tax, ex- 
port duty, vdndows, &c. But in this interval 
what became of the West-India interests ? The 
war duty of seven shillings on sugar was con- 
tinued, and an additional one of two shillings and 
sixpence per cwt. was imposed on their molasses, 
thereby reversing the best order of things, and 
violating men^s minds by an operation, which in- 
stead of causing them to hail the return of peace 
to the world, could not fail to make them depre- 
cate the blessing. 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer in his speech 
on the budget, on the 2d July, after a statement 
on the prosperity of the country, and the reduc- 
tion of the national debt, which must fill the 
breast of every British subject with satisfaction, 
added, " That within the last two years, reduc- 
" tions had taken place in the taxes" which he 
enumerated, (but which unfortunately did not 
comprehend one item of relief to the West- 
Indies) *^ to the amount of seven millions and 
a half,^* which makes a total amount of taxes re- 
duced since the peace of nearly thirty millions, 
while the West-India interest not only endures 
the whole of its war taxes, but an additional and 
distressing one since the peace. 

At present in the article of sugar alone, the 
Government takes in duty nearly one half of the 
gross produce of the land, which we believe in a 
commodity of such bulk and magnitude was 
never attempted in any other age or country. 

In concluding, we request your Excellency to 
forward this, and our communication of the 4th 

K 
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instant without delay, to His Majesty's Ministers. 
Next to our sincere desire, and ardent wish that 
they .should be truly informed of the state and 
condition of the Colony, our anxiety is that they 
should receive that information speedily. 

We have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
Your Excellency's 

faithftil and obedient Servants, 
(Signed) W. J. STRUTH, 

President of Council Pro. Tern. 

(Signed) JOHN DALZELL, Speaker. 



To His Excellency Rear Admxral 
Sir Charles BrUbane, K.C.B. Sfc. ^c.^c. 



FINIS. 
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